Prospectus for Embassy Foundation Bursary Program

Vision of Embassy Foundation:
 The Embassy Foundation is founded on the principles that are derived from the words of Jesus spoken in the book of Matthew, 

Then they will reply, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison and didn’t do anything to help you?' Then he will answer, 'I assure you that when you haven't done it for one of the least of these, you haven't done it for me.'"
	Matthew 25:44-45

We endeavour to meet the needs of the disadvantaged in our society by assisting them through our carefully constructed outreach projects and initiatives.

Mission of Embassy Foundation: 
To cater to the needs of the poor, vulnerable and less fortunate. To provide refuge for the hurting, wounded and broken. To offer people temporary relief so that they may improve their standard of living. 
What we hope to achieve with the bursary program:
To empower people in the surrounding community with the necessary qualifications that they require in order to empower and uplift themselves out of poverty by acquiring a job in their respective fields. The recipients of the bursary program are then obliged to “pay it forward” by contributing 1% (one percent) of their salaries to the program. In this way the succession and growth of the program will be ensured and many more recipients can benefit. 
 Information about the Bursary
The following must be read before making an application for an Embassy Foundation bursary.
1. Should you have a criminal record, charged for misconduct or dismissed from work, kindly note that you are not eligible to apply for this bursary. Furthermore a police clearance will be required. 
2. Applicants should be 30 years and below to qualify for the Embassy Foundation Bursary.
3. Please note that those who already have other qualifications do not qualify for this program.

Programs to be funded

4. The Bursary committee will consider funding the student in any program or discipline of their choosing however there are many factors that will be taken into consideration and the student will be given recommendations and guidance regarding this. A final decision regarding the acceptance of the student and their program of choice will be made by the Bursary committee. 

Selection criteria

5. Selection criteria include the following:
a) The bursary is only awarded to South African citizens with a valid South African ID number;
b) The applicant should demonstrate good academic ability;
c) Applicants should be 30 years and below to qualify;
d) The bursary does not fund extended programs.
e) The applicant must be accepted into an approved degree or program. This must be approved by the Bursary Committee. 
f) The applicant will be subjected to an interview process which will be held by the Bursary Committee.
g) The applicant must show commitment, which includes: interest in working in their field; enthusiasm for their chosen career; initiative must be taken and passion must be shown.
h) The applicant must be committed to acquiring a job upon completion of their qualification.

6. Students must meet the minimum academic criteria in order to be awarded the bursary. The minimum academic criteria are:

6.1) 1st time entrants to university:
a) Must meet the minimum academic requirements for the course/ degree/ qualification that the applicant intends on applying for.

6.2) Applicant already enrolled: 
a) The student must have passed all modules studied in the year prior to the bursary application at the Higher Education Institution.
b) The student must have at least obtained a 60% (sixty percent) average in modules studied or taken in the previous year/s of study

6.3) These are the minimum criteria. The Embassy Foundation bursary is a prestigious bursary that will be awarded in accordance with the criteria set out for the applicants. The criteria applied at particular institutions may be higher than those suggested here, but cannot be lower.

6.4) Meeting the minimum criteria does not mean automatic acceptance for the bursary. There are a limited number of bursaries available, and the best students, as decided by the Bursary Committee will be selected for the bursary.

7. The bursary is awarded for one academic year at a time. It is not automatically rewarded for the next year of study. A re-award will depend on academic performance of the previous year’s  results.

8. Where applicable, there is no automatic promise of financial support for a fifth (5th) year of study i.e. beyond the fourth (4th) year of study. On evidence of good academic performance, and pending the availability of funds, the bursary may be re-awarded.
9. Recipients of bursaries will be required to “pay-it- forward” as stipulated in the Bursary Agreement.
10. What the bursary covers: bursaries cover most of the recipient’s essential expenses. Expenses covered include tuition fees, books and learning materials (living expenses are not included).  
11. Repayment: Instances where the bursary conditions are not adhered to may require repayment of the bursary. The amount that is repayable is the full amount of the bursary received under the program, less what has been “paid forward” by the recipient (if applicable)

12. Communication channels: If you are awarded or re-awarded the bursary, you will be expected to have an e- mail address and a contactable cell phone number which will not be changed for the duration of the studies for communication purposes with the funder. If changes are made to any of the above, the applicant must inform the Bursary committee by email immediately. Furthermore, a representative of the committee must acknowledge receipt of the changes.

13. Bursary contract: These conditions are all contained in the bursary contract which all applicants must                       sign. When applicants sign the bursary contract, they are legally agreeing to the conditions described in the contract. The applicants must keep a copy of the signed     contract.

14. Processes for applying for the bursary:
a) Applications must only be made once students have provisional acceptance from the institution of choice or their grades/academic record is of an acceptable standard (as determined by the Bursary Committee).
b) All applications must be submitted directly to the Embassy Foundation. Take note of the closing date. No applications will be entertained after the closing date. Students must apply with their supporting documentation.
c) Please ensure that all information that you capture is accurate and that all relevant information has been disclosed. 
d) Having applied for the bursary is not a guarantee that a student will receive it.
e) All enquiries about the bursary must be directed to the Bursary Committee for the Embassy Foundation.
f) Should the Application be accepted, the Embassy Foundation is in no way obligated to pay the full tuition amount that may be due. The decision will remain with the board of Directors and complete discretion will be given to the board whereby each application will be assessed on its merits.
